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remained for the Messiah to do in legislation, they were
driven to suppose that he too, like the ancient kings,,
would be but an imperfect representative of the Supreme
King. And so they were driven to conceive him as
occupied with administration or conquest, and, had their
dream been realised, the Christ would have appeared in
history far inferior to Moses.
On the other hand, Christ fixed his thoughts solely on
the greater and more fundamental works of a heroic
royalty. He respected the Mosaic legislation not less
than his contemporaries, but he deliberately proposed to
himself to supersede it by a new one promulgated on
his own authority. He undertook the part rather of a
second Moses than of a second David, and though he
declined to take cognizance of special legal cases that
were submitted to him, we never find him refusing to
deliver judgment upon a general point of law. But he
went still deeper, and undertook a work yet more radical
than that of Moses. Not only did he boldly announce
that the work done on Sinai was to be done over again
by himself, but even the earlier and primary work of
the Invisible King done in Ur of the Chaldees, the Call
which had brought the nation into existence, he declared
himself commissioned to repeat. In that proclamation,
6 the kingdom of heaven is at hand,' we have hitherto seen
only a restoration of the ancient theocracy, but a closer
consideration will show us that the restoration was no
mere resumption of the old system at the point at which
it had been left off and in the original form, but a re-
commencement of the whole history from the beginning;
not a revival of the old covenant but a new covenant, a
new election, a new legislation, a new community. In
D 2

